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The Sons of 
the American 
Revolution is 
the leading male lineage society that perpetuates the 
ideals of the War for Independence. As an historical, 
educational, and patriotic, non-profit corporation, we 
seek to maintain and expand the meaning of 
patriotism, respect for our national symbols, the 
value of American citizenship, and the unifying force 
of “E Pluribus Unum” that was created from the 
people of many nations-one nation and one people. 
Patrick Henry Chapter – www.austinsar.org 
Texas Society - www.txssar.org 
National Society - www.sar.org 
www.facebook.com/PatrickHenrySAR 
Pledge to the U.S. Flag - “I pledge allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of America and to the 
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, 
indivisible, with Liberty and Justice for all.”  

Pledge to the Texas Flag - “Honor the Texas Flag; I 
pledge allegiance to thee, Texas, one state under God, 
one and indivisible.” 
Pledge to the S.A.R. - “We, descendants of the heroes 
of the American Revolution, who by their sacrifices, 
established the United States of America, reaffirm 
our faith in the principles of liberty and our 
Constitutional Republic, and solemnly pledge 
ourselves to defend them against every foe.” 

Meeting Agenda 
Call to Order – 11:00AM – Ken Tooke 
Invocation – Chaplain Max Miller 
New Member Introduction – John Fine 
Pledge lead by - Shiidon B Hawley 
Opening Ceremony – Ken Tooke 
Report: - Treasure, Secretary, Color Guard, Historian, 

OAS, & Registrar. 
Guest Recognition – Ken Tooke 
Guest Speaker – Donna Horton Byrd 
Donna will start with an overview of her 6 Patriots 
currently confirmed by the DAR and follow with a 
presentation on her book about her Grandfather. 

-Intro to: LIMP IN LEAP OUT by Donna Horton Byrd- 
Have you ever thought you would love to meet your 
grandfather when he was a young man? 
In 1994, Donna received a phone call from a man in 
Florida who introduced himself as her cousin.  His 
mother was the sister of her grandfather.  He had 
found a large trunk in his mother’s attic that was full 
of her grandfather’s letters. 
They detailed the 3 years he spent in Canada trapping 
with his best friend.  Then to Topeka where he 
married, had a baby girl, went broke in business, 
couldn’t find a job, lost his baby to pneumonia and his 
brother-in-law on the western front in France. 

In May 1919, he brought his family to Gorman, Texas – 
his wife, infant son, and a $2,000 bank note to a 
Topeka bank.  They travelled in an open touring car 
for 8 days.  Eastland County, in 1919, was at the peak 
of the Ranger Oil Boom and was producing up to 
75,000 barrels of oil per day at $3 to $4 per barrel. 
Small hamlets turned into cities overnight.  There 
was not a bed to be found anywhere in the county, so 
he sent to Topeka for a 12 x 12 canvas tent that the 
family lived in for almost a year.  He borrowed the 
material to build a one-pump filling station and 
hauled gasoline to the oil fields. 
He stayed in Eastland County for 45 years, raising a 
son, growing his business while enjoying hunting and 
shooting competitively.  His letters grow deep in 
wisdom and philosophy, along with information about 
the history happening all around him. 
This is his story. 
Closing Remarks – Ken Tooke 
Closing Prayer – Chaplain M. Miller 
Recessional – Ken 
Tooke 
 

Patrick Henry Quote of 
the Month 
 
 
 

Chapter Officers    |    
President: Ken Tooke   |   
VP: Robert Hites    |    Secretary: Ed Deshields    |    
Treasurer: Jim Horton    |    Historian: Wayne A. 
Courreges, Jr.    |    Registrar: John Fine    |    Chaplain: 
Max K Miller    |    Color Guard Commander: Shiidon B 
Hawley    |    Operation Ancestor Search (OAS): Gary 
Chapel    |    Webmaster: Sam Cook  
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