
 

Patrick Henry Texas Chapter #11 - Sons of the American Revolution 

Monthly Meeting – Saturday 

6/20/2020 – 10 AM – On-line -  
 

To join the on-line meeting 

use the invite you received. 
 

The Sons of the American Revolution 
is the leading male lineage society that 
perpetuates the ideals of the War for 
Independence. 
 

Patrick Henry: www.austinsar.org / 
Texas Society: www.txssar.org / 
National Society: www.sar.org  / 
www.facebook.com/PatrickHenrySAR 
 

Pledge to the U.S. Flag - “I pledge 
allegiance to the Flag of the United 
States of America and to the Republic 
for which it stands, one Nation under 
God, indivisible, with Liberty and 
Justice for all.” 

 

Meeting Agenda 
Call to Order – 10:00 AM – Ken Tooke 
 
Invocation – Chaplain Max Miller 
 
Report: - Treasure, Secretary, Color 
Guard, Historian, OAS, & Webmaster 
 
New Member Introduction – John Fine 
 

Guest Recognition – Ken Tooke 
 
Guest Updates on the SAR status 
during the Covid-19 period. 

Guest Speaker –  
This meeting will take on a different 
format in in that we will utilize short 
presentations by members using  
Zoom for the presentation tool. 
 
Gary White – A short presentation on 
Ancestry. com “ThruLines” and its 
limitations. 
 
Ed Deshields – A short presentation on 
some of the things I learned will 
researching my Revolutionary War 
Ancestors.  Presentation attached. 
 
The hope is to get back to the standard 
format that includes a gathering at the 
Saltgrass Steak House in July. 
 
 

Patrick Henry Quote of the Month  
Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to 
be purchased at the price of chains 
and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God! I 
know not what course others may take; 
but as for me, give me liberty or give 
me death!” 

Chapter Officers | President: Ken 
Tooke | VP: Gary White | Secretary: Ed 
Deshields | Treasurer: Jim Horton | 
Historian: Wayne A. Courreges, Jr. | 
Registrar: John Fine | Chaplain: Max K 
Miller | Color Guard Commander: 
Shiidon B Hawley | Operation Ancestor 
Search: Gary Chapel | Webmaster: 
Sam Cook 

http://www.austinsar.org/
http://www.txssar.org/
http://www.sar.org/
http://www.facebook.com/PatrickHenrySAR


Some interesting things 

I found while 

researching my 

Revolutionary War 

Ancestors

Prepared by Ed Deshields / Revision 6/18/2020



My 1st Patriot, Major James Scarborough, 

Home in Wilson County, NC is listed in the 

National Places of Historical Register



My 2nd Patriot, Colonel George Dashiell, 

Home in Wicomico County, MD is listed in 
the National Places of Historical Register



Major James Scarborough’s

Revolutionary War Service
• I was trying to track my ancestor, James Scarborough, Revolutionary War activities from the standpoint of 

my service in the armed forces (4 uninterrupted years outside of my native state) and it didn’t work.  

• Most American Patriots were not in the regular army but were called to arms when the British Regulars 
entered their territory.  Their territory being a key as they did not go far from their homes.  Their activities 
were like today’s Armed Forces Reserve with the exception that they had a limited geographical area in 
which they would serve.

• James Scarborough was called to arms 4 times but served only when the British were in his home state of 
North Carolina or along the border of adjoining states.  He also had long periods of no participation.  This 
type of military reserve force gave the Patriots a huge advantage - a large locally supplied reserve ready to 
come to the forefront when needed.  James’ service was limited to 14 months in a war that lasted over 99 
months.  It included:

• February 1776 / victory in the Scotch defeat at Moore's Bridge - near present-day Wilmington, North 
Carolina.  He served 30 days as a Sergeant.

• August 1776 / Assist the Virginians at Great Bridge. Located at a strategic intersection of a previous 
battle won by the Patriots. He served 3 months, most of the time near his home in Edgecombe Country 
North Carolina in preparation.  He served as a Captain.

• July 1780 / Crane Creek South Carolina, near King's Mountain.  His primary focus was on excursions to 
determine British capabilities in the area.  He served 5 months with a temporary promotion to Major.  
While the promotion was temporary, it was the post war title assigned to James.

• July to November 1781 / Kingston, NC and then marched onto New River in Onslow County, NC. Most 
of the time of this last call up was near his home in Edgecombe County, NC.  He served 5 months as a 
Captain.



James’ GG Grandfather 

William Scarborough was hung 

in 1677 for participating in the 

Bacon Rebellion – 1 of 2.

Bacon's Rebellion was an armed rebellion that 
took place in 1676 to 1677 in Virginia.  It was led 
by Nathaniel Bacon against the Royal 
Governor William Berkeley.

The grievances against the governor stemmed 
from Berkeley's dismissive policy to the political 
challenges of Virginia’s western frontier.  He also 
left Bacon out of his inner circle and refused to 
allow Bacon to take part in fur trading with Native 
Americans, which Berkeley was doing.  Berkeley 
also refused Bacon a military commission that 
would allow him to fight and attack Native 
Americans at his own discretion.  The rebellion 
stage and leader were set. 

Attacks by the Doeg people are credited with 
inciting the popular uprising against Berkeley for 
failing to address the demands of the colonists 
regarding the safety of the frontier. The Doeg
people had both traded and made war on the 
Virginia frontier. 

The burning of Jamestown the Capital of the 
Virginia Colony in 1676 by Bacon’s Rebels after 
they forced the embattled Governor and his forces 
to leave.



James’ GG Grandfather 

William Scarborough was hung 

in 1677 for participating in the 
Bacon Rebellion. – 2 of 2.
In 1676 Bacon’s Militia took over the Virginia 
Colonial Capital Jamestown and made Berkeley and 
his followers flee to Eastern Shore Virginia. 

On October 26th, 1676, Bacon abruptly died of the 
"Bloodie Flux" and "Lousey Disease" (body lice). It is 
possible his soldiers burned his contaminated body 
because it was never found.  Note: it was common 
to cut a pirate or rebel’s head off and hang it from a 
post in a public square to discourage actions of the 
same type in the future, it is assumed the rebels did 
not want to give the Governor that opportunity.  

Shortly after Bacon's death, Berkeley regained 
complete control and hanged the leaders of the 
rebellion, including my ancestor William 
Scarborough. Berkeley also seized rebel property 
without the benefit of a trial.  In all, twenty-three 
rebels were hung for their part in the rebellion. 

Later after an investigating committee from England 
issued its report to King Charles II, Berkeley was 
relieved of the Governorship and returned to 
England where he died not long after in July of 1677.

It was the first, but not last rebellion in the American 
colonies in which discontented frontiersmen took 
part against representatives of the King  The last of 
course was the Revolution.



Colonel George Dashiell Outline
The spelling of the name has 3 primary versions de Chiel (France), Dashiell (Scotland & US), 
and the phonetically correct Deshields.  Part of the family left France for Scotland before 1562 
after turning Protestant (a potential guillotine offense during the period).  Members of the 
family moved from Scotland to Maryland in 1645.  The family tree has been traced back to 
Vallebous de Chiel who was born in 1050.  George’s war activities are provided below.

# Date Location(s) Rank

1! Jan 6, 1776 Somerset Militia  - Source: George Dashiell (1743-c1805) ) / 

Revolutionary Patriots of Worchester & Somerset Counties

Colonel 

2 Jan 6, 1776 For Somerset County. - Upper Battalion: Mr. George Dashiell, 

Colonel – Source: Field-Officers of the Militia in the several Districts 

appointed

Colonel

3 July 1, 1777 to July 

24, 1780

Somerset Militia - Source: George Dashiell (1743-c1805) / 

Revolutionary Patriots of Worchester & Somerset Counties

County 

Lieutenant

4 November 27, 

1777

He was appointed as Collector of Clothing for the American Army in 

Somerset County - Source: George Dashiell (1743-c1805) ) / 

Revolutionary Patriots of Worchester & Somerset Counties

Unknown

5 1780.  Commissary of Purchase - Source: George Dashiell (1743-c1805) ) 

/ Revolutionary Patriots of Worchester & Somerset Counties

Unknown

6 1780 Wheland superficially appeared willing to reconcile his loyalist 

leanings, for in December he met with Colonel George Dashiell of 

Somerset County and sought to explain away his former actions. 

Source: Pirates in Calvert County.

Colonel

7 1780 Maryland Council to Col George Dashiell and Col Henry Hooper.  

Source: Journal and Correspondence of the Council of Maryland, 

1779-1780

Colonel

The Chateau of Tredo (AKA 

Chateau de Chiel) in the town of 

Beaulieu (near Lyon, France) 

belonged to the rich French 

Chiel family.  It is still occupied.

Several books have been 

written about the period that 

include George Dashiell.  One 

book “Pirates on the 

Chesapeake” is a history of 

pirates, picaroons and raiders 

on the Chesapeake Bay 1610-

1807 by Donald G. Shomette.  It 

describes George’s primary 

problem in the area during the 

Revolution - picaroons.
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